Professor
We have all just lost an extraordinary man. Professor Ross Beresford Holland AM MBBS FFARACS FANZCA FHKCA, ultimately one of the great contributors to the safe practice of anaesthesia, was born on December 1, 1928 in Paddington, Sydney. Ross attended primary school in Earlwood, winning a scholarship to the Sydney Grammar School for secondary education, which he started early at the age of 11 years. He graduated Bachelor of Medicine and Bachelor of Surgery (MBBS) from Sydney University in 1952 and developed his interest in anaesthesia while a Junior Resident Medical Officer at St Vincent's Hospital, Sydney. After specialist training at Royal North Shore Hospital, he was admitted to Fellowship of the Faculty of Anaesthetists of the Royal Australasian College of Surgeons (FFARACS) in 1959 and was awarded the FANZCA in 1992 when the Faculty became the Australian and New Zealand College of Anaesthetists in its own right. He also became a Fellow of the Hong Kong College of Anaesthetists (FHKCA) in 1990. Ross had been a member of the Australian Society of Anaesthetists (ASA) since 1956 as well as a member of the Australian Medical Association (AMA), the Australian and New Zealand Intensive Care Society (ANZICS), the Hong Kong Society of Anaesthetists (HKSA) and an Honorary Member of the Saudi Anesthetic Association.
Professor Holland had a most distinguished clinical and administrative career whilst contributing greatly to the Australian Society of Anaesthetists, the Faculty and the College, and particularly to the overall betterment of anaesthesia provision both in Australia and worldwide.
His mentoring skills have been widely appreciated by the many anaesthetic trainees, including yours truly, who have worked and learnt in his departments. His numerous official teaching appointments over the years included that of Tutor At both these hospitals, he developed his departments into gaining approval as training centres, with attached rotational hospitals, for the trainees of the then Faculty. It was at Westmead, as an anaesthetic registrar during the first year of the hospital opening, that I first met this extraordinarily welcoming, encouraging and inclusive man. I was also able to experience firsthand at Westmead his great ability to withstand the political empire-building of all the other departments in a nascent hospital and to steer his department into its own independent place. He was totally dedicated and would be found hard at work at his desk in the department at least two hours early, having already breakfasted and thoroughly read the daily newspaper at home.
In 1987 he became the first Professor and Head of the Department of Anaesthesiology at the University of Hong Kong, where he was also separately appointed the Government Consultant in Anaesthetics for Hong Kong.
Returning to Australia in 1990, he took up the post of Professor and Head of the Department of Anaesthesia and Intensive Care at the University of Newcastle based at John Hunter Hospital. At the same time as taking this latter posting, which he held for three years before semi-retirement, he assumed the Directorship of Anaesthesia and Intensive Care for the Hunter Area Health Service. He was also a Member of the Accreditation Committee of the Australian Medical Council.
Throughout his career, he held Honorary Anaesthetist appointments at many hospitals, including Lidcombe, Fairfield District, Royal North Shore, Mt Druitt, St John of God (North Richmond) and Queen Mary in Hong Kong. Until his full retirement, he remained an Emeritus Consultant at both Westmead Hospital and the Hunter Area Developmental Disability Service. Prior to the bestowal of that latter title, he had devoted many years to personally providing anaesthesia for dental lists outside of hospitals specifically targeted at children with disabilities. In his semi-retirement, he continued to provide such services for those children and also provided anaesthesia for electroconvulsive therapy services at the St John of God Hospital near his home in Kurrajong.
His career contributions extended to overseas humanitarian missions, with service in Vietnam in 1966 and in East Timor in 2001 with civilian medical and surgical teams.
Closer to home, he served on the Board of the Faculty of Anaesthetists of the RACS from 1976 to 1988 assuming the roles of Chairman of the Executive, Vice Dean and ultimately Dean (equivalent to the modern College's President). This, of course, was before the Faculty evolved into the College. He remained a Member of the Court of Honour of the RACS.
Despite this illustrious and extremely busy career, I believe his most significant contribution was to improving the safety of anaesthesia for patients throughout Australia and the world. In 1960, and in a world-first move, Professor Holland, together with Professor Douglas Joseph, pioneered the official investigation of deaths under anaesthesia. He was personally instrumental in the founding of the NSW Ministerial and 'legally privileged' committee-the Special Committee Investigating Deaths Under Anaesthesia (SCIDUA) upon which he served as Secretary from 1960 to 1975 and then as Chairman from 1975 to 1987. He remained a member of this Committee for an extraordinary total of 53 years until his full retirement. From New South Wales, his efforts spread to the other states of Australia. SCIDUA is the longest established body of its kind in the world and provides analysis, wise counsel and feedback to our profession.
Other of Professor Holland's numerous posts that were also related to patient safety have included being Chairman, Committee MD/1 of the Professor Ross Holland has been quite deservedly described as "the Father of Australian anaesthesia patient safety". After many years of service on the Australian Cases Committee of the United Kingdom Medical Defence Union, he was made an Honorary Fellow of that MDU in 2003.
In whatever spare time he had after 1981, Ross served as the Honorary Secretary of the Society for the Preservation of Artefacts of Surgery and Medicine (SPASM), which was originally formed by his efforts while at Lidcombe Hospital and whose museum is now based at the old Gladesville Hospital site. From 1996 to 2015, he busied himself also as the Chairman of the History of Anaesthesia, Library, Museum and Archives (HALMA) Committee of the ASA. He served as a member and sometime Chairman of the History of Anaesthesia and Resuscitation SIG.
He was a Co-Chairman of the Organising Committee for the highly successful 8th International Symposium for the History of Anaesthesia (ISHA), held at the University of Sydney in 2013 and which attracted delegates and speakers from the United Kingdom, the United States of America, The Netherlands, Belgium, France, Russia and New Zealand.
Ross had also helped organise the Eleventh World Congress of Anaesthesiologists (WCA) that was held in Sydney in 1996.
He was the author or co-author of 13 monographs, and 36 papers published in peer-reviewed journals; and he delivered more than 70 presentations at national and international scientific meetings. Awards he received included:
• 1992 The Robert Orton Medal from ANZCA (its highest award) for distinguished services to anaesthesia. Apart from being an extraordinarily successful negotiator and achiever (due to his preparatory attention to detail), Ross Holland was a most affable and sociable member of society with a great sense of humour. He loved to entertain others, particularly with his extensive collection of wine-a subject about which he was most knowledgeable. He loved music. He was obviously thoughtful and insightful and displayed a memory for names, events, facts and equipment that was unrivalled and always at his fingertips. He enjoyed conversations with others, joining in discussion with true interest in their stories and opinions, as demonstrated by his later recollections. With his many and varied interests, one always learnt something new, fascinating and/or intriguing whenever in his company-and, obviously, not just about medicine! Having very luckily survived a middle-of-the-night house fire on his property at Kurrajong in 2016, that totally destroyed everything he had and resulted in some smoke inhalation for him at the time, Ross Beresford Holland died peacefully in his sleep on February 25, 2017 at the age of 88, after relocating to Mosman to be closer to family. While his wife of 55 years, Eileen, predeceased him, Ross is survived by his son, Paul, his two daughters, Beth and Susan, and his sister, Jenifer. Our condolences and best wishes go to them.
Our anaesthetic profession has lost one of the greatest and most prolific contributors that one person could possibly have been-particularly to the safe practice of its craft and hence the ultimate safety of its patients. Ross will be sorely missed as both a friend and mentor by so many members of the anaesthetic community.
Vale et Requiescat in Pace
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